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5aysans." On June 9th he speaks of his desire o bring it to a close ; and on the 15th he writes hat he must certainly finish it at once, to avoid he lawsuit with which he has been for so long hreatened by La Presse. However, he seems to iave experienced an unconquerable difficulty in its composition, as in that of " Seraphita," the other >ook about which he had cherished a peculiarly ofty ideal. Therefore in July the termination >f " Les Paysans " had not yet reached the office >f La Presse, and on the 13th of the month Balzac received the following letter: *
" PARIS, July 13th, 1847.
"' Le Piccinino' will be finished this week. 3nly seven numbers of 'Les Paysans' are completed in advance. We are therefore at the mercy Df an indisposition, of any chance incident, things ;>f which it is necessary for me to see the possibility, and to which I must not expose myself.
" Really you high dignitaries of the periodical are insupportable, and you will manage so cleverly that the periodical will some day fail you completely.
"For my part, my resolution on this matter is taken, and firmly taken, and if I had not a remainder of the account to work out, I would certainly not publish 'Les Paysans,' as I have not
received the last line.
«EMILE DE GIRARDIN."
* " La Geuese d'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelbercb.
An.  T,(viM«in'mi1     r>    9.ftfich the whole account of Balzac's rupture with Girardin is taken.
